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9 September 2021 

 

School reorganisation in Crewkerne and Ilminster – an update 

 

Dear parent/carer, 

 I hope that you and your families enjoyed a restful summer. Crewkerne, 

Ilminster and some of the local villages have had first schools, middle schools and an 

upper school for many years. Following a decision by Somerset County Council’s 

Cabinet in March 2021, we are reorganising existing schools to create primary 

schools (Reception to Year 6) and a secondary school (Year 7 to Year 13), which 

would be the same as in other areas nearby. 

 

We are committed to providing you with information at each stage of the process. I 

last wrote to you in July to update you on the transition arrangements to this new 

school structure from September 2022. I am writing at the start of the new academic 

year by way of further update. 

 

As we shared with you in July, we have received two legal challenges to the decision 

made by the Cabinet. A judicial review hearing is scheduled to take place at the High 

Court in Cardiff on 14 and 15 October. None of the activities that we are sharing with 

you would be irreversible if the decision is overturned, so we are continuing with 

preparations to implement the changes.  

 

If the judge upholds the decision, we are still committed to making these changes 

by September 2022, as originally planned. If the decision is overturned, we will need 

to review the judgement carefully and decide what steps to take in response. 
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To help you make choices when the admissions process starts in September and 

update you on building works and other plans, we would like to invite you to join 

one of three events – being held in person and virtually – to ask any questions you 

may have of us. More information about how to join is below. 

 

1. Does the reorganisation affect my child? 

For many children, they will not experience much that is different. However, some 

children will be more affected. The children who are most affected are those in: 

• Misterton First School, which is due to close. 

• Children in early years who will be able to choose to attend Maiden Beech as a 

new non-denominational primary school when they make their application in 

January. 

• Year 4 pupils who will no longer go to middle school next September but will 

instead stay in their first school when it becomes a primary school. 

• Year 6 pupils who will now need to apply to secondary school in October. 

• Year 7 pupils who will be transferred to Wadham at the end of this year. 

• Year 8 pupils who will still need to apply to upper school in October (in case 

the legal challenge succeeds). 

 

2. Admissions and school choices 

When I wrote to you before the summer holidays, I said that only pupils in Year 6 

would need to apply in October. In view of the legal challenge and to ensure no child 

is disadvantaged, we are now asking for all Year 8 pupils to also apply in 

October. That way, regardless of the outcome of the legal challenge, all pupils who 

need to apply will have applied.  

 



 

 

Somerset County Council  

County Hall, Taunton  

Somerset, TA1 4DY 

 
 
 

Starting this September, if your child will be aged four by 31 August 2022, or is in 

Year 6 or Year 8, you need to plan to choose a primary, secondary or upper school 

place for your child. 

 

Key dates for this process are: 

• By 12 September 2021 – Publication of the Somerset admission booklets. This 

will show the changes to the Crewkerne and Ilminster schools. 

• 13 September 2021 – Online form for secondary applications opens. 

• 27 September 2021 – Online form for primary applications opens. 

• 31 October 2021 – Deadline for secondary and upper school applications for 

Year 6 and Year 8 pupils. Applications for Year 6 pupils in Swanmead and 

Maiden Beech should be made in the same way and at the same time as 

everyone else in Somerset. It is important that applications are also made for 

Year 8 pupils for a place at Wadham School by this date.  

• 15 January 2022 – Deadline for starting school places. Applications for primary 

schools should be made in the same way as made previously for first schools. 

• 1 March 2022 – Secondary school place offers for Year 6 pupils or Year 8 pupils 

for Wadham depending on the outcome of the legal challenge. 

• 19 April 2022 – Reception place offers for children starting school. 

• 6 June 2022 – Applications open for in year school admission changes from 

September 2022 in all other year groups. 

 

3. Building work 

Somerset County Council is investing £8.6m for condition and building works to 

support the transition.  You may have seen that condition works have already started 

in a number of schools, with more planned to start later this year.  All schools 

affected by this change are in line for works over a three-year period. To hear more 

about these plans please join one of the upcoming events. 
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4. How do I find out more? 

We would like to invite you to attend one of three events, as outlined below. These 

events are designed to help you to make choices when the admissions process starts 

later this month, provide more about the programme of building works, and offer an 

opportunity to ask the project team any questions you may have. 

 

• In person session – Crewkerne 

Date: Monday 27 September 

Time: 10-minute pre-booked individual time slots between 4pm and 7pm 

Venue: Wadham School, Yeovil Road, Crewkerne TA18 7NT 

How to book: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/crewkerne-information-session-tickets-

169847112285 

 

• Virtual session 

Date: Tuesday 28 September 

Time: from 6pm to 7pm 

Venue: Microsoft Teams Live group event 

How to book: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/crewkerneilminster-virtual-information-

session-tickets-169859156309 

 

• In person session – Ilminster 

Date: Thursday 30 September 

Time: 10-minute pre-booked individual time slots between 5pm and 8pm 

Venue: Swanmead Community School, Ditton Street, Ilminster TA19 OBL 

How to book: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ilminster-information-session-tickets-

169847904655 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fcrewkerne-information-session-tickets-169847112285&data=04%7C01%7CLHarris%40somerset.gov.uk%7C085701a144304e3a2dad08d971e821cd%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637666064073325782%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RE3CUE4egu9Pm6NkQSQFPBjqSZaP3vcEZV2bJfOUo5M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fcrewkerne-information-session-tickets-169847112285&data=04%7C01%7CLHarris%40somerset.gov.uk%7C085701a144304e3a2dad08d971e821cd%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637666064073325782%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RE3CUE4egu9Pm6NkQSQFPBjqSZaP3vcEZV2bJfOUo5M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fcrewkerneilminster-virtual-information-session-tickets-169859156309&data=04%7C01%7CLHarris%40somerset.gov.uk%7C085701a144304e3a2dad08d971e821cd%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637666064073335766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=l8ZxT6U0NbbXIfGPIOUgW9XoDut04XnlF13be7MhS4M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fcrewkerneilminster-virtual-information-session-tickets-169859156309&data=04%7C01%7CLHarris%40somerset.gov.uk%7C085701a144304e3a2dad08d971e821cd%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637666064073335766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=l8ZxT6U0NbbXIfGPIOUgW9XoDut04XnlF13be7MhS4M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Filminster-information-session-tickets-169847904655&data=04%7C01%7CLHarris%40somerset.gov.uk%7C085701a144304e3a2dad08d971e821cd%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637666064073345687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mh3DUfI3zzD2w7oO7rdYxbkdZS9kpeVsXoKpMy6RDy4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Filminster-information-session-tickets-169847904655&data=04%7C01%7CLHarris%40somerset.gov.uk%7C085701a144304e3a2dad08d971e821cd%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637666064073345687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mh3DUfI3zzD2w7oO7rdYxbkdZS9kpeVsXoKpMy6RDy4%3D&reserved=0
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While we are pleased that current Covid-19 restrictions allow us to offer in person 

sessions, we reserve the right to have to cancel or re-arrange the in-person events if 

restrictions change. 

 

In the meantime, if you have questions about what a particular school will offer 

pupils in future, please get in touch with them directly. They may not be able to 

answer all your questions straight away, but it will help them to know what matters 

to you and will be able to provide more information as the year progresses. 

 

If you have any questions about this letter, please email 

crewkerneilminsterschools@somerset.gov.uk 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Amelia Walker 

Assistant Director – Education, Partnerships and Skills 

Somerset County Council 

mailto:crewkerneilminsterschools@somerset.gov.uk

